VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Marcu, 748. 81

“brdge, Mr. Weft, and Mr. Hall, be a commitice to take the fuid letter and depolitions into
confideration, and report their opinton thereon, |
The petition of Jothua Chilcur and others beiny read a fecond tme, OrRDERED, That Mr.
Kent, My. Earle, Mr. Gibfon, Mr. Chate, and My, Winder, be a commitree to enquire into
the falls, and report the fame, together with their opinion thereon, to the houle,
Adjourned ull 3 o’clock. |

P O s T M ERIDI E M

The houfe met.  Mr. Bowie appeared in the houfe,
Mr. Tillard, from the committee of both houlfcs appointed to examine into the ftate of the

- public accounts, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a report, which was read in the words
following :

THE committee of both houfes, appointed to examine, during the recefs of aflembly, the
ftate and condition of the loan-office, and the expenditure of public money, report as followeth :

That, in obedicnce to the ofder of the honourable fenate and houfe of delegates, your com-
mittee have examined the loan-office, and have made report of the ftate and condition thereof, to
which they beg leave to refer.

Your committee have alfo im part examined 'the accounts contained in the books of the board
of auditors, and find many of them improperly entered, fome accounts altogether omitted, and

ditors ; upon the whole, they are of opinion, that the accounts in that department are very far
from being kept in that clear, regular, and diftin& manner, which bufinefs of that importance
neceflarily requires. The books of accounts of the commiffary of ftores have been delivered to
your committee, but not till the fixth inflant, fo late, that it was impracticable to infpe& them
with accuracy ; but your committee think themfelves obliged, in difcharge of that confidence in
them repofed, to remark, that thefe accounts, fo far as they have been able to examine, appear
to be in a perplexed and cenfufed ftate ; and, although the books of the board of auditors and
thofe of the commiffary of ffores are conne@ed with each other, yet your committee find but few
accounts from the latter entered in the books of the former,

Your committee apprehend, from the manner in which the books have been kept, that much
time, patience, and a matterly fkill in accounts, will be requifite to go through them and fepa-
rate the truth from a multitude of errors and obfcure entries,

Your committee have alfo drawn off a lift of balances that now appear on the auditors books,
and herewith lay the fame before the two houfes for their confideration ; and, although your
committee are of opinion, that fome of the manufa@urers and others may not be credited for the
linens and other things they have delivered in, or for fervices done, yet your committee are well
fatisfied, there are many and fome large balances outftanding, for which no accounts whatever
have been rendered.

Your committee further report, that, in order to fettle the continental balance, they have
wrote to the delegates of this ftate in congrefs, for an account of the feveral fums of money ad-
vanced by congrefs on the credit of the ftate of Maryland, and have received an anfwer thereto,
by letter, from Mr. Forbes, one of the delegates, fpecifying the fum, as alfo the time when, and
the perfons to whom, monies were advanced, the whole amounting to the fum of 403,76653
dollars, for the particulars whereof your committee beg leave to refer to {aid let.er amd account
therewith tranfmitted.

Your committee think themfelves called upon, by the duty they owe to the ftate, to obferve,
that, in their opinion, the public accounts will hot be properly audited, nor the books well kept,
without allowing a handfome falary to an auditor general, or to a board of auditors, with a
power of employing one or more clerks, as occafion may require,

All which is fubmitted to the confideration of the honourable fenate and houfe of delegates.

Signed per order, JOHN CALLAHAN, cl. com.

Mr. M“Pherfon has leave of abfence. | o, |
- The order of the day, for taking into confideration the appeintment of an auditor, or board of
auditors, was referred till to-morrow. ‘
Adjourned till next day g o’clock.

S AT U R D A Y, March 28, 1778.

[ HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Grefham and M.,
M<Pherfon. The proceedings of yelterday were recad. ~ Mr. Chew has leave of abfence

till Monday next.
X Mr., Lethrbury,



